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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

SUMMARY

Pastor Kevin explores how the Holy Spirit meets us during seasons of transition, discouragement, and
uncertainty. Paul arrives in Corinth tired, overwhelmed, and frustrated after being beaten, kicked out,
and mocked in previous cities. Yet in this halfway point, the Spirit meets him in three powerful ways:
through community (Priscilla and Aquila), through suffering (opposition that leads to breakthrough),
and through his calling (a vision from Jesus to stay and keep speaking). The message reminds us that
it's always too soon to quit, that God does beautiful work in our pain, and that the Spirit is already at
work ahead of us—we simply need to show up and be faithful.

SHARE
Think about a time when you felt like you were “halfway through” something difficult—tired,
overwhelmed, or frustrated. What kept you going, or what made you want to quit?

READ

Read 18:1-11 together out loud as a group.

‘After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of
Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla because Claudius had ordered all
the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he
stayed and worked with them. Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade
Jews and Greeks. When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively
to preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus is the Messiah. But when they opposed Paul and
became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be on your own
heads! | am innocent of it. From now on | will go to the Gentiles.” Then Paul left the synagogue

and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshipper of God. Crispus, the synagogue
leader, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul
believed and were baptized. One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: ‘Do not be afraid; keep on
speaking, do not be silent. For | am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because
I have many people in this city.” So Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, teaching them the
word of God.”
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2018%3A1-11&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua%201%3A1-9&version=NIV
https://cornerstonechurch.ca/sermons/?sermon_series=/the-holy-spirit-series-book-of-acts-edition/
https://cornerstonechurch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/The-Spirit-in-Transition-Sermon-Notes.pdf

DISCUSS
Feel free to pick/choose what is most helpful for you. Remember, the goal is to have rich, relational,
authentic, Jesus-centered discussions.

1. What stood out to you the most about the sermon?

2. In Acts 18:1-3, Paul “happens” upon Priscilla and Aquila—refugees who shared his faith and trade. How
does this passage reveal God’s providence in bringing the right people into our lives at the right time?
What does this teach us theologically about how God works through ordinary circumstances and
relationships?

3. Pastor Kevin mentioned the Filipino concept of “bayanihan”—community coming together to share the
load. Who has been a Priscilla and Aquila in your life during a difficult season? How can you be that
person for someone else in your community right now?

4. Read Acts 18:9-11. Jesus tells Paul, “I have many people in this city”—referring to people who haven’t
yet believed. What does this reveal about God’s heart for the lost and His sovereignty in salvation?
How should this truth shape the way we approach evangelism and mission in Markham and the GTA?

5. Pastor Kevin said, “God may not orchestrate the suffering, but he uses it for his glory.” Reflecting
on Paul’s rejection at the synagogue and the breakthrough that followed, how have you seen God
redeem suffering or redirect your story in unexpected ways?

6. Paul was told by the Spirit to “stay” in Corinth, while previously he was told to “go.” How do we discern
when the Spirit is calling us to stay put versus move forward? What practices help you stay available
to hear God’s direction?

7. The sermon ended with the reminder: “It’s always too soon to quit.” What is one area in your life—
parenting, work, ministry, relationships—where you're tempted to put down the shovel? How does
Paul’s story encourage you to keep going?

YOUR NEXT STEPS
Remember your calling: Take time this week to reflect on why you started following Jesus. Journal or
pray through your “Damascus road” moment—the encounter with Jesus that changed everything.
Reach out in the community: Identify someone in your life who might be tired, overwhelmed, or
frustrated. Invite them for coffee, offer to help, or simply let them know you’re praying for them.
Stay faithful where you are: Ask God if there’s a place He’s calling you to “stay” rather than leave—a
relationship, a ministry, a neighborhood. Commit to being faithful there, trusting God with the results.

PRAY

Spend time to pray together as a group:
Pray for those in transition: Lift up anyone in your group facing a difficult season—health struggles,
parenting challenges, work stress, or uncertainty about the future.
Pray for community: Ask God to bring “Priscilla and Aquila” relationships into each person’s life—
people who will walk alongside them in faith and mission.
Pray for boldness: Like Paul, ask the Holy Spirit to help you “keep speaking and not be silent” about
Jesus in your neighborhoods, workplaces, and friendships across Markham, Stouffville, Scarborough,
and the GTA.
Pray for perseverance: Ask God to remind each person that “it’s always too soon to quit” and that the
Spirit is with them.
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CONNECT

Mark your calendars for the Prayer and Envisioning Gathering on the morning of Saturday, October 17th.
This is a great opportunity to join together as a church family to seek God’s direction and vision for
Cornerstone.

Check out The Hub at Cornerstone for upcoming community events, workshops, and opportunities to
serve together. Be on the lookout for ways your small group can come alongside ministries in Markham
and the eastern GTA—whether it’'s supporting refugees, serving in local outreach, or partnering in
mission work.

CLOSING

As you go this week, remember: The Holy Spirit is already at work ahead of you. Don’t put down the
shovel. Open your eyes to the wonder, passion, power, and mystery of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is with
you.
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https://cornerstonechurch.ca/thehub
https://cornerstonechurch.ca/events/
https://cornerstonechurch.ca/workshopsandclasses/
https://cornerstonechurch.ca/serve/

