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If you’re like me, sometimes life’s biggest questions come to you at night. I lie awake in bed, the 
house is quiet and I think about the things I’m going through, things I’ve gone through or worry 
about the things I may go through. That’s when the “Why God?” questions come to my mind.  
 
What about you?  
 
When do you have the most questions? Turn to your neighbour - or if you’re online, turn to 
someone around you or shoot someone a text 
 
Have you ever been through something, or are you going through something that made you ask 
God, “Why?” 
Have you ever lost something or someone, have you ever gone through or are you going 
through pain that makes you wonder why people who follow Jesus have to suffer? I have.  
 
That’s exactly where Habakkuk was. He was a prophet - chosen by God and yet he still 
struggled. He still was confused. He still was mad at God.  
 
From where he sat, everything around him was crashing, and God wasn’t doing anything about 
it.  
 
This book looks at - Where is God when my world is falling apart? 
 
By the end of his story, something changes. His closing prayer (which we just heard) is one of 
the most beautiful in the whole Bible. How did he get there?  
 
We’ve been in a series called Great Prayers of the Old Testament.  
 
We’ve seen prayers of victory, repentance, wisdom, praise, complaint… and today - faith.  
 
As I was preparing for this message, and going over the other sermons I was like, “Wait a 
second, my points are like Bethany’s sermon, which is like Dave’s sermon… wait a second, 
many of these sermons are the same! It’s like, the person of God goes through something, they 
complain to God, they experience God and then they worship God?”  
 
I guess that’s the point.  
 



We too are going through or will go through things. Not just once, but over and over - on this 
side of eternity.  
 
Today as we wind down the series let’s look at Habakkuk and his struggle and then as we look 
at his final words, we’ll see what we can learn from it and how we can apply it to our lives.  
 

1. Habakkuk’s struggle (complaint) 
 
Habakkuk starts off complaining,  
 
“How long, O LORD, must I call for help? But you do not listen! ‘Violence is everywhere!’ I cry, 
but you do not come to save.’” (Habakkuk 1:2) 
 
He is seeing how bad things are for his people and begs God to do something. 
 
Prophet after prophet before him challenged Israel to change its ways - they didn’t  
 
Some background. He was a prophet or maybe an official temple musician. He came after 
Nahum, Zephaniah and Jeremiah. He prophesied during the reign of Jehoiakim and prophesied 
the fall of Jerusalem to Babylon in 605BC 
 
God answers him, but not the way Habakkuk expects. He says he’s going to use the 
Babylonians to bring judgment on the Israelites.  
 
Spoiler alert - about 10 years later - In 597 Jerusalem was attacked, destroyed and the 
monarchy ended.  
 
Habakkuk is even more confused. On the one hand, he wants to see the injustices that his 
people are doing to each other end. Those with power are taking advantage of those without 
power. On the other hand, he doesn’t understand why God would use a nation that’s more evil 
than the Israelites to punish them. How could a good God use people that are ‘even worse’ than 
us to punish us?  
 
God, Imma let you finish, but do you actually know what you’re doing?  
 
Have you ever felt like that? Have you ever felt like - God do you actually know what you’re 
doing?  
 
Habakkuk gives us permission to be honest - confused - he lets us know that just because 
you’re going through something and you’re struggling with it, it doesn’t mean you’re not spiritual. 
 
I wish more people would let that sink in…  
 



Life can be confusing. We rarely know what’s coming and things don’t always work out the way 
we anticipate.  
 
There is a popular Christian myth that when we trust Jesus, we get rid of all of our problems - 
spoiler alert - we don’t. 
 
Our spiritual problem - our relationship with God - has been solved, but with that comes a whole 
new set of problems - why do good people suffer? Why do evil people prosper? Why isn’t God 
answering my prayers when I’m doing my best for the Lord?  
 
If you’re a follower of Jesus and you’ve suffered you’re in good company:  
 
David - Psalm 22:1, “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” 
 
Jesus - Matthew 27:46, “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?”  
 
Author of the Message Translation of the Bible Eugene Peterson talks about the fact that living 
by faith doesn’t mean living with our eyes closed, denying our troubles. It means that even if 
we’re hemmed in by our troubles, we lift our eyes to heaven so we can see our troubles from 
God’s perspective and how he is using them in our lives not only to shape us but to bless us.  
 
Let’s see how it plays out.  
 

2. Habakkuk’s Encounter (God’s response) 
 
In chapter 2 God speaks to Habakkuk in a vision. He reminds Habakkuk that evil won’t have the 
last word. It’s in this chapter that we get a verse often quoted - Paul used it several times in the 
New Testament,  
 
“...The righteous will live by their faithfulness to God.” 
 
Not by what they see or how comfortable they are or by what they can control. But by faith.  
 
In chapter 3 we get to hear Habakkuk's song of faith. 
 
It’s written out like a Psalm. It’s a prayer. It’s a song of worship. 
 
He starts off by looking back at God’s faithfulness in the past - how God brought the people out 
of Egypt, parted the Red Sea and defeated their enemies. This helps him to have the courage to 
trust God for the future.  
 
From vs. 1-19 of chapter 3 Habakkuk has a vision from God. Seeing that vision and hearing the 
voice of God made all the difference in his life. It transformed him from someone who worried 
and watched to someone who worshipped. 



 
How has God been faithful to you in the past? 
 
How can that give you the courage to trust God for the future? 
 
Last week Pastor Steve talked about showing up. Habakkuk showed up. Then he heard from 
God and encountered God. Then he was transformed.  
 
Today is the best day of your life. You know how I know? Because you’re here. Not just here at 
church. I mean here on earth. God showed up for you - he gave you breath. What would it look 
like for you to show up for him? 
 
Habakkuk shows up.  
 
He is vulnerable before God because he is confident in God’s love and power. 
 
Then he prayed the prayer that we read at the beginning of the service.  
 

3. Habakkuk’s worship (confession of faith) 
 
Habakkuk 3:17-19 
“Even though the fig trees have no blossoms, and there are no grapes on the vines; even 
though the olive crop fails, and the fields lie empty and barren; even though the flocks die in the 
fields, and the cattle barns are empty, yet will I rejoice in the LORD! I will be joyful in the God of 
my salvation! The Sovereign LORD is my strength! He makes me as surefooted as a deer, able 
to tread upon the heights.”  
 
This is one of the greatest confessions of faith found in the Bible  
 
Look at what he says. 
 
“Though the fig trees have no blossoms”… picture that - no fruit, no sweetness. Have you ever 
gone through a season or are you going through a season where there seems to be no fruit or 
nothing ‘sweet’’ in your life?  
 
Crop failures and the death of animals would be devastating to a culture such as Habakkuk’s. 
 
“No grapes on the vines”…  - no harvest, no livelihood - have you ever been in a season where 
you don’t know how you’re going to make ends meet?  
 
“Even though the flocks die in the fields and the cattle barns are empty.” 
Have you ever had a season where you had no backup plan and things didn’t seem to be 
working out?  
Have you ever been in a season where everything seems to be falling apart?  



 
Habakkuk was in a season where everything fell apart - his nation was about to go into captivity 
and the temple was about to be destroyed. God has told him that this is going to happen.  
 
Habakkuk isn’t denying it or minimizing it.  
 
Sometimes people - and especially Christians try to pretend things aren’t as bad as they seem.  
 
Not Habakkuk. He’s not pretending it’s not real.  
If you are going through something. Don’t pretend it’s not real.  
 
Somehow, he is able to say, “Yet I will rejoice in the Lord!” 
 
He’s saying that he will still trust him, he will still cling to him. How?  
 
How is he able to have this deep faith? His situation didn’t change.  
 
By experiencing God he came to know that God himself is enough. 
 
His feelings are no longer controlled by the events around him, but by faith in God’s ability to 
give him strength.  
 
When nothing around us makes sense, what do we focus on? Our difficulties or God’s deity?  
 
The Sovereign LORD is my strength! He makes me as surefooted as a deer, able to tread upon 
the heights.”  
 
Have you ever seen those mountain goats that climb the steep cliffs? When you look at it you 
wonder how it’s possible? Yet they do it, and they are confident and secure. That’s the image we 
get here. Even when life is dangerous - God guides our steps. 
 
I always wondered why God made it so that those mountain goats have to live that life. Why do 
they have to go through all that to avoid predators?  
 
When I see good people going through hard times - including myself - I wonder why we have to 
go through all this? Why do we have to live such a dangerous life?  
 
God doesn’t always take away the mountain, but he will give you the feet to stand on it  
 
God doesn’t always take away the mountain, but he will give you the feet to stand on it  
 
Habakkuk doesn’t know how everything is going to turn out - but he trusts God anyways - 
actually he does know how it’s gonna turn out… and it’s no bueno.  
 



“I will be joyful in the God of my salvation.”  
 
He chooses to rejoice anyways. He has both fear and faith when it comes to the future. 
 
He worships God enthusiastically. 
 
He recognizes that salvation is not dependent on people or circumstances but on God. 
 
When your legs are shaking and your heart is pounding, what do you do? If you’re like me you 
scroll through social media and waste time… you try to find a safe place and relax - but 
Habakkuk ends off saying he feels like he can run up a mountain like a deer! 
 
Because of his faith, he was able to stand and be sure-footed.  
 
He reminds us that what we are experiencing at the moment is not the end of the story. 
 
I like how one of my study Bibles put it:  
Whatever you are going through in life right now, know that the message of Jesus is that 
whatever you are going through THIS is not the end of the story. God has the final word.  
 
Habakkuk’s name means ‘embrace’ (especially keeping warm where there is no shelter). 
 
My prayer is that like Habakkuk - that we would embrace God. And that we would feel God 
embracing your questions - embracing you.  
 
My prayer is that your faith would be strong enough to ask God honest, difficult questions.  
 
We can look back at Jesus and see that he faced injustice and suffering and death - and yet he 
triumphed over it to give us that ultimate victory through the cross and resurrection. 
 
When life falls apart and nothing seems to make sense, faith clings to God and says, “Yet I will 
rejoice.” 
 
In that spirit, let’s celebrate the Lord’s Table.  
 
Communion  
When Habakkuk prayed his final prayer, he looked back on God’s faithfulness in the past and 
forward to God’s promises for the future.  
 
Communion does the same thing for us.  
 
Think about it: the questions that rise up in the middle of the night - “Why, God? Where are 
you?” - they don’t just disappear when we take communion. But communion reminds us of what 
is always true, even when things are confusing and uncertain.  



 
Habakkuk looked back to God’s faithfulness in the past - how God miraculously delivered them. 
 
We look back to the cross - the ultimate act of God’s love. 
 
Habakkuk looked forward in hope - that God would one day make things right. 
 
We look forward to Jesus’ return, when he will wipe away every tear from our eyes.  
 
Communion is our “Yet I will rejoice moment” 
 
The bread reminds us of Christ’s body broken for us.  
 
The cup reminds us of His blood, shed for us. 
 
Together they remind us: even in suffering, even in death, God is with us, God is for us, and 
God will carry us through. 
 

So as we come to the Table today, bring your questions, bring your grief, bring your weariness 
and bring Habakkuk’s prayer in your heart: 
 “Though everything else may fail, yet I will rejoice in the Lord. I will be joyful in God my 
Saviour.” 

Let's prepare our hearts for the Lord's Supper with a responsive liturgy. I'll say the "leader" parts, 
and you can respond together by saying the parts that say "people". 

Leader: 
Though the fig tree does not blossom, 
though the fields yield no food, 
yet we will rejoice in the Lord, 
we will be joyful in God our Savior. 

People: 
The Sovereign Lord is our strength! 

Leader: 
Habakkuk looked back to God’s saving acts. 
We look back to the cross— 
to Jesus, whose body was broken 
and whose blood was shed for us. 

People: 
We remember His death until He comes. 



Leader: 
Habakkuk looked forward in hope. 
We look forward to Christ’s return, 
when He will wipe every tear from our eyes. 

People: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Leader (Words of Institution): 
On the night He was betrayed, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and said, 
“This is my body, given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 
In the same way He took the cup and said, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this in remembrance of me.” 

For whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 
comes. 

This is our "Yet I will rejoice" moment! Come to the Lord's Table now, not because you are 
strong, but because Christ is enough. 

Lord Jesus, even when everything else fails, we rejoice in You, our Savior and our strength. 

People: 

We will rejoice in the Lord. 
We will be joyful in God our Savior. 

All who desire to draw closer to Jesus are welcome to the Table.  

The instructions will be on the screen. Please wait for the ushers to dismiss you row by row. 
You’ll come to the front where you’ll be served.  

Then you will take the elements back to your seat and partake on your own when you are ready.  

Our mobile servers will be happy to come to you. Just raise your hand.  

If you’re online, this is the time for you to take communion.  

 
Benediction:  
Thanks for being part of our worship experience today.  
For those of you who are with us online, thanks for being here and have a great week! 
 
For those of you who are here in person, feel free to stick around and connect with each other in 
the cafe.  
 
Lastly, please dispose of your empty communion cups in the bins as you exit.  
 



Benediction:  
 
The Lord bless you and keep you… 
 
 


