AUGUST 17, 2025

GREAT

Prayers

T H E
SERMON: Nehemiah’s Prayer of Action

(WATCH SERMON) (SERMON NOTES)

I 'l aI] ll l SPEAKER: Bethany Nolson
CORE SCRIPTURE: Nehemiah 1:4-11

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

SUMMARY

In this sermon, Bethany explored Nehemiah’s powerful response to hearing about Jerusalem’s
broken walls and the vulnerability of God’s people. Through Nehemiah’s example, we learned
a three-part process of engaging with challenges: weeping (showing genuine concern),
praying (approaching God with humility), and acting (participating in God’s work of restoration).

SHARE
Think about a time when you were deeply moved by a situation or need in your community.
How did you initially respond?

READ
Let’s read Nehemiah 1:4-11 together as a group.

DISCUSS
Feel free to pick/choose what is most helpful for you. Remember the goal is to have rich,
relational, authentic, Jesus-centered discussions.

1. What aspect of today’s sermon most resonated with you or challenged your thinking?

2. Looking at Nehemiah 1:5-7, what do we learn about the nature of corporate confession and
how Nehemiah positioned himself before God? Why is this significant?

3. Bethany mentioned that Nehemiah prayed for four months before the walls were rebuilt
in 52 days. What does this teach us about the relationship between prayer and action in

God’s work?

4. In verses 8-10, Nehemiah recalls God’s promises to Israel. How does remembering God’s
faithfulness in the past influence our prayers and actions in the present?
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5. The sermon highlighted how Nehemiah’s concern led to prayer, which led to action. Where in
your life do you see a need for this progression?

6. What “God-sized problems” in our community might God be calling us to address through
prayer and action?

NEXT STEPS:
Identify one area of concern in your life or community that requires prayer and potential
action
Consider how you might partner with existing ministries or initiatives at Cornerstone
Commit to regular prayer for this concern over the next month

PRAY:
Following Nehemiah’s prayer model, let’s pray together:
1. Begin with praise and acknowledging God’s character
2. Confess any areas where we've fallen short
3. Remember God’s faithfulness
4. Ask for specific guidance and help in areas of concern

CLOSING:
Take time this week to journal about where God might be calling you to move from concern to
prayer to action in your own life and community.
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