
Jeremiah’s Prayer (Jeremiah 32:16-25) 

Passage: 

16 “After I had given the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah, I prayed to the Lord: 

17 “Ah, Sovereign Lord, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power 

and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you. 18 You show love to thousands but 

bring the punishment for the parents’ sins into the laps of their children after them. Great 

and mighty God, whose name is the Lord Almighty, 19 great are your purposes and 

mighty are your deeds. Your eyes are open to the ways of all mankind; you reward each 

person according to their conduct and as their deeds deserve. 20 You performed signs 

and wonders in Egypt and have continued them to this day, in Israel and among all 

mankind, and have gained the renown that is still yours. 21 You brought your people 

Israel out of Egypt with signs and wonders, by a mighty hand and an outstretched 

arm and with great terror. 22 You gave them this land you had sworn to give their 

ancestors, a land flowing with milk and honey. 23 They came in and took possession of 

it, but they did not obey you or follow your law; they did not do what you commanded 

them to do. So you brought all this disaster on them. 

24 “See how the siege ramps are built up to take the city. Because of the sword, famine 

and plague, the city will be given into the hands of the Babylonians who are attacking it. 

What you said has happened, as you now see. 25 And though the city will be given into 

the hands of the Babylonians, you, Sovereign Lord, say to me, ‘Buy the field with silver 

and have the transaction witnessed.’” (Jeremiah 32:16-25 NIV) 

Intro: 

 Good morning everyone, it is wonderful to be with you all on this Sunday morning  

 If I haven’t had the pleasure of meeting you yet my name is Kyle Best and I have 

been attending Cornerstone for the past year and you may know my wife, Alexis 

who serves as the Associate Worship Director here at Cornerstone 

 And I am grateful that Pastor Steve offered this opportunity for me to share God’s 

word with you all this morning and to continue in our series on the Great Prayers 

of the Old Testament 

 To just share a little bit with you all about who I am, I currently serve at Tyndale 

University over in North York as the Community Life Coordinator working in 

Student Development and Tyndale is also the place where I completed my 

undergraduate degree in Biblical Studies and Theology and I am currently 

working on my Masters at Tyndale in Theological Studies also 

 I believe my work and education probably gave you a hint that I enjoy Biblical 

and theological study and I also have always enjoyed teaching the Bible as well 

and so I am grateful I get to share that joy of mine with all of you by God’s grace 



Context: 

 So with that being said, let’s continue in our series by taking a look at the prophet 

Jeremiah and his prayer in Jeremiah 32 which was just read for us this morning 

 To remind you of the context of Jeremiah, or perhaps you haven’t read Jeremiah 

so this may be new for you, Jeremiah is called by God as a prophet to speak to 

the kingdom of Judah about God’s declaration that Judah will be brought disaster 

at the hands of their neighbours, Babylon 

o At this time in Israel’s history, Israel is split into two kingdoms, the northern 

kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom of Judah 

o Israel is exiled at the hands of Assyria first and Judah is exiled at the 

hands of Babylon later on 

 And it is Jeremiah’s responsibility to warn Judah about their 

impending exile but also to provide them a message of hope of 

restoration as well which we will also speak about this morning 

 Specifically, in Jeremiah 32, Jeremiah is said to be confined in a courtyard of the 

guard in the royal palace of Judah, imprisoned for prophesying of Jerusalem’s 

and King Zedekiah’s impending destruction which God had promised would 

come upon Judah for their continuous sins and rebellion before God 

o For God gave Israel their promised land, with great abundance, and yet 

they did not pursue the will and way of God in the promised land 

o They failed to fulfill God’s purpose for Israel, which was to be a blessing to 

the nations 

o Instead, Israel was a detriment to others and themselves through their 

continued sinfulness by essentially committing every sin under the sun, 

namely choosing to worship other gods instead of the God of Israel (Jer. 

1:16) 

 Because of this, God is judging the Israelites by giving the promised land to the 

Babylonians and Jeremiah and the Israelites are in the midst of Babylon taking 

over Jerusalem in the context of Jeremiah’s writing 

Notes: 

 While Jeremiah is imprisoned, and Judah is facing destruction, Jeremiah is 

praying to God about the present trouble that he and Judah are facing 

 The prayer, which was just read for us, begins by highlighting the wonderful ways 

of God and his mighty deeds 

o Jeremiah describes God as “Sovereign Lord”, that ‘Nothing is too hard for 

(God)” (v.17) 

o God is said to show “love to the thousands” and bring “punishment” (v.18) 



o God is “great and mighty” (v.18) and “great are (his) purposes and mighty 

are (his) deeds” (v.19) 

o God has performed great “signs and wonders in Egypt and (has) 

continued them to this day” and God has gained the renown of the whole 

world because of his mighty deeds (v.20-21) 

o And it was God who faithfully provided Israel with the promised land (v.22) 

  And then the prayer moves to a confession that Israel has been unfaithful in 

response to the mighty works God has done 

o That Israel came and took possesions of the land but they did not obey 

God and because of this, he has brought disaster upon them (v.23) 

 Jeremiah’s prayer shows that he lives within the tension of knowing that God is 

good and mighty, knowing that he has promised to protect and be faithful to 

Israel, while also trying to come to terms with the Babylonian conquering of the 

promised land which God is allowing to happen 

 This tension of Jeremiah’s and Judah’s predicament comes to a head in the final 

verse of our passage as Jeremiah says, 25 And though the city will be given into 

the hands of the Babylonians, you, Sovereign Lord, say to me, ‘Buy the field with 

silver and have the transaction witnessed.’” (v. 25) 

 You might be wondering, what is going on in this verse? What piece of land are 

we talking about? 

o Well, in the earlier verses of chapter 32 we are told that God tells 

Jeremiah that his cousin named Hanamel will come and request that 

Jeremiah buy his piece of land in a place called Anathoth and this land is 

located just outside of Jerusalem where the Babylonians are taking over 

the land 

o And we learn that Jeremiah buys the land, signs the paper work and has 

witnesses there present to witness to this deal take place and confirm its 

legitimacy  

o But in Jeremiah’s prayer we see that Jeremiah is simply perplexed at 

God’s request for him to buy land in the promised land, where Babylon is 

about to take over and exile the people 

o Jeremiah is being asked by God to buy land that not only he is not going 

to be able to use, it is going to be taken by someone else 

o It is as if he is buying a home, going to get the keys, all the while knowing 

there is a robber awaiting him at the front door and the robber is going to 

live in the house he just bought and there is nothing he can do about it 

o Any real estate agent in our midst would think this a poor investment or 

any person with common sense would think this is a poor investment 

 So two main questions arise for me as I read this story and prayer from Jeremiah 



o 1) What is God doing? Why is he asking Jeremiah to buy land when we all 

know that this land is going to be taken over by an invading empire? 

o 2) What can we learn from Jeremiah’s prayer? 

Focus on God 

 So let’s start with what is God doing in this passage? Why would he ask 

Jeremiah to buy this land? 

o It is important to remember that God is the main actor and mover in this 

story 

 He is the great and mighty God, who shows love and punishes, 

who makes amazing things happen with his outstretched arm 

o Scholar Walter Bruggemann states, “The God of Israel (and of the book of 

Jeremiah) is in fact a self-starter whose speech grows out of a passion for 

a new beginning and whose speech guarantees newness, for what God 

says, God will do.” (Brueggemann, Walter. A Commentary on Jeremiah : 

Exile and Homecoming, William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1998.) 

o God has not just given Jeremiah a message of destruction but also a 

message of hope, that things will be made new 

o Because what God is ultimately doing is he is providing Jeremiah and 

Israel with a sign of hope in the midst of disaster by asking Jeremiah to 

buy the land 

 You see, Israel has been unfaithful to their calling as a blessing to 

the nations within the promised land, but God has always been 

faithful to his promises and he has promised to be faithful to his 

promises from Adam, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David, and to 

Jeremiah 

 God even gives Jeremiah a reminder of his faithfulness in verse 15 

after he buys the land as he says, 15 “For this is what 

the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Houses, fields and 

vineyards will again be bought in this land.” 
 Therefore, this piece of land is an anchor in the sea of chaos that 

Judah and Israel are in at this point 

o This land purchase is part of God’s mighty work of restoration and the 

small signs he provides his people to hold on to in the deepest and 

darkest of times 

 He is reminding the people that he ultimately has their good as his 

purpose 

 This love from God displayed in this passage reminds me of a 

quote from CS Lewis where he said, “God loves us not because we 

are loveable but because He is love. And because He is love, He 



can only will what is best for us, which is to be transformed into a 

being of holy love like Himself.” (Lewis, C. S. The Problem of Pain. 

New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2011) 

 God’s love for us and his willing of what is best for us is not rushed 

but steady, at a pace that leads us to the true transformation that 

God desires for us, for us to become like him 

 If you read the Gospels, you will encounter Jesus who is steadily 

seeking out the good for those he interacts with and he ultimately is 

seeking the good for creation through his life, death, and 

resurrection 

 Jesus is the true embodiment of God’s love through himself, 

willing what is best for us so that we can become more like 

him 

 Isn’t that what life with Jesus is all about? “To be with Jesus, 

become like him, and do as he did” as John Mark Comer 

phrases it  

o During the time of Jeremiah, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are bringing 

Judah to exile and asking Jeremiah to buy the land all out of God’s steady 

will for the good of those who love him, to remind them that they will return 

to the land to be with God 

o This profound truth is clearly seen in God’s promise later in Jeremiah 

32:40-41, after Jeremiah’s prayer that we just read where God reminds 

Jeremiah that, “40 I (God) will make an everlasting covenant with them: I 

will never stop doing good to them, and I will inspire them to fear me, so 

that they will never turn away from me. 41 I will rejoice in doing them 

good and will assuredly plant them in this land with all my heart and soul.” 
o God will never stop doing good and part of that good is he wants us to 

understand our deep need for him and his provision 

  So we know what God is doing, he is a promise maker, keeper, and deliverer 

and he is not going to fail his people 

o He is steadily willing the redemption of his people and providing them a 

sign to hold on to and remember even in exile that God has their good as 

his ultimate purpose 

Focus on Jeremiah 

 But what about Jeremiah and his prayer? What do we make of that? 

 While we could dedicate an entire sermon towards Jeremiah’s heart of 

obedience in trusting God and that it was brave of him to buy the land, I want to 

keep our focus on Jeremiah’s prayer itself 



 Because for all that could be said about Jeremiah’s actions, what about his 

prayer? Is he scolding God for being unkind? Praising him for his wonderful 

deeds? Asking God for an explanation about why he was to buy the land? 

o Scholar Walter Bruggemann also comments that this prayer from 

Jeremiah “is not a scolding, it is an act of amazement.” (Brueggemann, 

1998.) 

 And I believe Jeremiah’s prayer teaches us that through life, prayer can be 

a space to be amazed at God’s work and a space to wrestle with God 

Amazed at God’s Work 

 Jeremiah’s prayer starts with great declarations that God is good, mighty, and 

powerful 

o He consistently points to God throughout the prayer by saying “You” when 

he speaks of things that God has done like creating the heavens and the 

earth and delivering Israel from slavery in Egypt 

 He is declaring to God that he is the one who is mighty and 

powerful and that while many things are impossible for us, nothing 

is to difficult for the Sovereign Lord 

o It seems that Jeremiah is not concerned about praying with some kind of 

piety, sophistication, or eloquence 

 His concern seems to be about rightly honouring God for who he is, 

and being honest in his struggle with God’s character and his 

present circumstances 

 Even while imprisoned, hated, rejected, seemingly in the midst of a 

terrible business decision by buying this land, Jeremiah stills 

praises God for who he is and bring his struggles before God 

 He can’t help but be amazed at who God is, what he has done, and 

what he is doing 

 And he can’t help but express this to God 

 Perhaps we can learn something from Jeremiah in that regard 

Working out our experiences with God 

 BUT, it also appears that Jeremiah is reciting all these wonderful things that God 

has done because he is trying to understand and make sense of his current 

experience 

o Namely, that this mighty and powerful God who has been faithful to his 

promises has called Jeremiah to buy land that is not going to be his for 

very long 

o Jeremiah is both amazed at God’s work and character, and amazed that 

God is asking him to buy this land 



 And he has to wrestle with the question of will the mighty and 

Sovereign Lord provide a redeeming moment to this painful journey 

he is on? 

 I mean it would be a miracle if this land could be redeemed 

in some way 

 Bruggeman comments as well in his commentary that, “Indeed, 

such a restoration of the land is a miracle on a par with creation. 

Life begins again, out of chaos!” (Bruggemann, 1998) 

o For this reason I agree with Bruggemann’s statement that this prayer is 

one of amazement because Jeremiah is both in awe of God’s character 

(his might and powerful works) and he is in wonder about what God is 

doing and how God is going to make something good out of this terrible 

situation 

 For true amazement is a mix of awe and wonder, a sense of 

something great before us that we do not fully understand 

 You might be wondering, what happens next? What does God say to Jeremiah? 

o God’s first words to Jeremiah are quite profound 

 He says in verses 27, “I am the Lord, the God of all mankind, Is 

anything too hard for me?” 
 God is reminding Jeremiah of the very truth he proclaimed in his 

prayer, that nothing was impossible for God 

 And God does go on to tell Jeremiah of the greater purposes he 

has for Judah and Israel at large, to create a new covenant with 

them, to be with them, to continue to do good to them 

 But he doesn’t really tell him what will exactly happen with 

his land 

o Instead he must live with tension, and trust that God will continue to do 

good, and do something good with this land, that he will bring life out of 

chaos 

 Even when all he sees himself is the chaos 

Conclusion 

 So what do we do with Jeremiah and his prayer? 

 Like Jeremiah, we will encounter tension with God, whether it be issues we have 

with how things are going in our own life or in our world more broadly 

o We could very well be called by God to do something and be confused 

about why he is calling us to do it just like how Jeremiah was both called 

and confused 

o Jeremiah might be a prophet of God, but he is also just as human as you 

and I 



 Our responsibility then when we encounter tension with who God is and the 

problems that we see with our life and world is to be people of prayer 

 Like Jeremiah, we can learn to not leave our tensions with God to fester and 

dissolve our trust in God but rather to have our tensions be sources of inspiration 

for our trust, belief, and seeking out of God through prayer 

o We can praise God even in the darkest of times, and wrestle through our 

thoughts and questions with God 

 Jesus himself prayed diligently in the garden before his crucifixion, 

both in awe of the Father and in wonder, if there would be another 

way than the crucifixion he was about to endure (Matt 26:36-56) 

o Our praise of God and wrestling through life’s questions are not 

contradictory, instead I think they are essential for rightly honouring and 

praising God for who he is 

 Perhaps nothing praises God more than admitting to God that we 

do understand, and are in need of his help 

 Ultimately we can rest in our God who is both receptive of our praise and our 

questions, the one who wants us to work through the challenges of life and faith 

with him 

o And who knows? Maybe God will respond and provide you clarity? Maybe 

he will give you that reminder you need that he is good? Maybe he will ask 

you to wait? Maybe he will tell you no? Maybe you will hear silence? 

Maybe you will get a response in 10 years? 

o Regardless of what God’s response to our prayers will be and his plan will 

be for us, our responsibility is to be people who faithfully come to God in 

prayer, praising him for his wonderful works and wrestling through our life 

experiences with him as well 

 He knows what you are going through, whether it is just life hitting 

you hard or it is something difficult he has called you to 

 God wants to hear from you, listen to you, and remind you of the 

truth 

 What that will exactly look like for you, I do not know, but why don’t 
we create space to practice 

Moment of Prayer (3 minutes) 

 I want to end our time with a brief moment to pray and consider what has just 

been shared 

o Perhaps you want to take a moment to reflect on your own life, praise God 

for the ways he has been faithful to you 

o Maybe you need to bring up confusions and difficulties you have with God, 

the things that may be challenging you right now 



 God wants to hear your praise and your questions, your words of 

adoration and your confusions 

 He wants to remind you that he is a promise making, keeping, and 

delivering God, that nothing is too difficult for him 

 After we pray, the worship team will come back up for one final song 

Benediction: 

24 To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious 

presence without fault and with great joy— 25 to the only God our Savior be glory, 

majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and 

forevermore! Amen. (Jude 24-25) 


