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As Cornerstone continues to seek God’s direction for our next chapters as a church, one of the things
we’re emphasizing throughout 2025 is prayer. Earlier this year we did a New Testament series based on
the prayers of the apostle Paul, and today, we’re beginning summer series called Great Prayers of the
Old Testament.

Through this series, we pray that you’ll encounter God in fresh ways as we explore a number of timeless
prayers from the Old Testament.

It's our prayer that you’ll come away from this series with many helpful lessons you can apply to your
own prayer life. And we also pray that you’ll come away from this series more in love with Jesus,
because even though these prayers were written hundreds of years before Jesus was born— they all
point to him.

The Old Testament prayer we'll be exploring today is Moses’ Prayer of Victory found in Exodus 15:1-21. |
invite you to turn there in your Bible—Exodus 15. Today I'll be reading mainly from the NLT—the New
Living Translation.

Just before we start reading from this passage, allow me to set the stage a bit.

The book of Exodus describes how the people of Israel have been slaves in Egypt for four hundred years.
Egypt was the world’s greatest superpower of the time—militarily and economically— an economy built
on Israelite slave labour.

But God hears the cries of these oppressed slaves. He acts on his covenant with Israel’s forefathers—
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob— to make a great nation out of Israel. In doing so, God raises up a leader to
deliver the Israelites from slavery. And that leader’s name is— Moses.

God sends Moses to confront Egypt’s king— the pharaoh— to demand the release of the Israelites.
Pharaoh arrogantly and stubbornly refuses, and a showdown ensues. In a series of ten plagues, the
unstoppable power of the one true God and Creator of all—the God of Israel— exposes the gods of
Egypt to be no gods at all.

Defeated and distraught, pharaoh finally agrees to let the Israelites go. On the night of Passover, a host
of well over 1,000,000 Israelites—men, women and children, along with their animals and whatever
possessions they could carry— begin this grand exodus—this journey out of the land where they’ve
been enslaved for so long.

But then pharaoh—not one to easily admit defeat—decides to send his mighty chariot army to chase
after the Israelites, overtake them, and re-enslave them.

Most of you know what happens next. God parts the Red Sea, so that the Israelites can pass through to
the other side on dry ground. But when pharaoh’s army enters the parted sea to chase after them, the
great walls of water that had stood up for the Israelites come crashing down on the Egyptians,
consuming them entirely.



And it is immediately in the wake of this great victory—with Moses and all Israel standing safely on the
opposite shore, every jaw gaping in astonishment— debris swirling in the water before their eyes—that
we come to our passage in Exodus 15—Moses’ Prayer of Victory.

This prayer actually comes to us the form of a song— and this is fitting, because throughout the Bible
prayer and song go hand in hand. Let’s take a look at the passage now, starting with verses 1-2:

Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the Lord:
“I will sing to the Lord,

for he has triumphed gloriously;

he has hurled both horse and rider

into the sea.

The Lord is my strength and my song;

he has given me victory [or salvation].
This is my God, and | will praise him—
my father’s God, and | will exalt him!?

Here we find not only a powerful outline for exploring the rest of the prayer as it unfolds throughout
Exodus 15, but it’s also one of those places in the Bible where pretty much the whole sweep of scripture
is encapsulated into a single verse— and into three words in particular:

God is our strength, our song, and our victory (or, as many translations put it, our salvation). God is our
strength, song and salvation.

To let those three words guide how you pray and how you live is nothing short of transformational. In
the time that remains, let’s explore each of those words, and in the process, we’ll unpack the remainder
of Moses’ Prayer of Victory. First, we pray knowing that:

1. God is our STRENGTH.

When you pray, don’t just ask God to GIVE you strength. Ask God to BE your strength.

Because there’s a difference between the two. You seg, it’s not that God imparted special strength to
Israel so they could stand against the Egyptian army. The text says that God himself was their strength.

The Red Sea was before them, the Egyptian army behind. The Israelites found themselves hemmed into
an impossible situation. Time to panic, right? But Moses assures them:

The LORD himself will fight for you; just stay calm. 2

| wonder if God wants to speak that very word into your life today. Maybe you feel as if chariot armies
are coming after you, so to speak— financial troubles, a health crisis, broken relationships, a trauma
from your past that continues to haunt you. Is God saying to you this day: “I myself will fight for you; just
stay calm”?

1 Exodus 15:1-2 (NLT)
2 Exodus 14:14 (NLT)



As Moses and the people of Israel sing in verses 3 and following:

The Lord is a warrior;

Yahweh is his name!

Pharaoh’s chariots and army

he has hurled into the sea.

The finest of Pharaoh’s officers

are drowned in the Red Sea.

The deep waters gushed over them;
they sank to the bottom like a stone.
“Your right hand, O Lord,

is glorious in power.

Your right hand, O Lord,

smashes the enemy.

In the greatness of your majesty,
you overthrow those who rise against you. 3

In ancient times, to have a chariot army was to be unstoppable. Chariot armies mowed down all
opposition. But in verse 19 of his prayer, Moses reminds us that:

When Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and charioteers rushed into the sea, the Lord brought the water
crashing down on them. But the people of Israel had walked through the middle of the sea on dry
ground! 4

Humanly speaking, there was NO WAY Israel should still be standing at the end of this battle. But they
were. Why? Because God himself fought for them. Because God didn’t just GIVE them strength. He WAS
their strength. Is God your strength today?

In the Bible, we see that God has made the exodus— culminating in the Red Sea victory— a pattern for
all his people to live by, including you and me. It’s the pattern in which our false sources of strength are
stripped away, so we can learn to depend on God alone as our strength. This pattern repeats itself
throughout the Bible. The psalmist once put it this way:

Some trust in chariots and some in horses,
but we trust in the name of the Lord our God. >

Prayer, you see, is very much about letting God be our strength, trusting his name above all false sources
of strength. This is why, as Cornerstone seeks God’s direction for our next chapters as a church, we need
to lean into prayer all the more. We’ve made prayer an especially big emphasis this year because we
don’t want to start relying on chariots and horses, so to speak— on the fact that we’ve become a much
larger church, with a great building, a talented staff, and far more people and programs and resources
than we ever had had for most of our existence as a local church.

3 Exodus 15:3-7 (NLT)
4 Exodus 15:19 (NLT)
5 Psalm 20:7 (NIV)



Our strength isn’t found in any of those things. Only as we continue to depend on God alone to be our
strength will we be able to fulfill the mission he’s called us to in greater and greater measure.

Where do you tend to look for strength when life’s battles rage—when the chariots are closing in on
you? Do you pray, looking to God alone to be your strength? Or do you look to other sources?

We're all on a learning curve in this regard, just like Israel was, and God is patient with us. We learn best
when we make a point of looking back at God’s past faithfulness. As we do, we gain the confidence that
God will be continue to be faithful in the present and into the future.

In his prayer, Moses begins by looking back—looking behind them at the sea— looking back at what God
has just done for his people. Starting in verse 9, Moses says:

“The enemy boasted, ‘I will chase them
and catch up with them.

| will plunder them

and consume them.

| will flash my sword;

my powerful hand will destroy them.’
But you blew with your breath,

and the sea covered them.

They sank like lead

in the mighty waters.

“Who is like you among the gods, O Lord—
glorious in holiness,

awesome in splendor,

performing great wonders?

You raised your right hand,

and the earth swallowed our enemies. ®

As Moses looks back at the sea, looks back at what God has done—at how God had fought for Israel—
he then turns away from the sea and looks forward, across the Sinai desert. He looks forward to the
journey ahead of them—a journey where God would take them into the land of Canaan— the Promised
Land— where more enemies would be waiting. A lesson here for us is that, when we pray, we must:

Look back at God'’s past faithfulness in order to move forward into God'’s future.

Because Moses had been looking back at God’s past faithfulness, he was then able to look forward with
confidence that the God who had been their strength would continue to be their strength. We see this in
verses 13 and following:

“With your unfailing love you lead
the people you have redeemed.
In your might, you guide them

to your sacred home.

The peoples hear and tremble;

6 Exodus 15:9-12 (NLT)



anguish grips those who live in Philistia.

The leaders of Edom are terrified;

the nobles of Moab tremble.

All who live in Canaan melt away;

terror and dread fall upon them.

The power of your arm

makes them lifeless as stone

until your people pass by, O Lord,

until the people you purchased pass by.

You will bring them in and plant them on your own mountain—
the place, O Lord, reserved for your own dwelling,

the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hands have established. ’

None of this has happened yet. But Moses is confident that God will indeed lead his people into the
Promised Land. Why? Because he’s looked back at God’s past faithfulness in order to move forward into
God’s future.

When life’s chariot armies are coming for you, look back as you pray. Remember what God has done for
his people throughout the pages of scripture. Rehearse God’s great deeds as part of your prayers. Look
back, too, on God’s past faithfulness to you personally, bringing it to mind intentionally and giving it
voice, thanking God for all he’s done.

As a local church, we have a 27-year history of God'’s faithfulness to look back on. In fact, during our
Prayer & Re-Envisioning event back in May, one of our exercises was to prayerfully reflect on a timeline
highlighting some of the amazing things God has in and through Cornerstone since the church was first
planted.

Why did we do such an exercise? It’s because looking back on God’s faithfulness will prime us to move
forward, with faith, courage, and willing sacrifice, into the future God has for us as a church.

In doing so, we’re not only reminded that God has been our strength. We also find that God is and
always will be our strength.

Next, Moses’ Prayer of Victory also shows us that:
2. God is our SONG.
Going back to verse 1, we read:

Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the Lord:
“I'will sing to the Lord,

for he has triumphed gloriously;

he has hurled both horse and rider

into the sea.

The Lord is my strength and my song...

7 Exodus 15:13-17 (NLT)



In the Bible, prayer and song go hand-in-hand. In fact, the psalms, which were written as prayers, were
also composed to be set to music.

Similarly, we can say that Moses’ song is also a prayer, or that his prayer was expressed in the form of a
song. In fact, it’s the first song of God’s people recorded in the Bible, and it became embedded in the
hearts of God’s people from generation to generation as they continued to sing it as a regular part of
their worship.

The fact that Moses and the people of Israel sing this prayer is significant, because music does
something exceptional to words. Put words to music, and they’ll get stuck in your head, and perhaps
even in your heart.

In the New Testament, Colossians says that the word of Christ will dwell in us richly when we sing
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. 8

I've looked to God to be my strength as my daughter continues to endure a long health crisis. In the face
of this, and many other challenges as well, different songs we sing here at here church have become my
prayers. The song Trust in God is one that’s been on my lips and heart lately:

I sought the Lord, and he heard, and he answered... That’s why | trust Him, that’s why | trust in
God, my Saviour, the One who will never fail...

So, prayer and song go hand-in-hand. The words of songs like that have become my prayers over the
years. They have become the soundtrack of my life through difficult times, and keep me asking not just
for God to GIVE me strength, but to BE my strength.

God becomes your song when his strength becomes the soundtrack—the ongoing symphony—
of your life. Has God become your song?

Think about what it would mean for God to become your song— for the confident statement that God is
your strength to become the soundtrack of your life. Think about what that would do for your ability to
face life’s challenges, to stand firm in every battle, to find joy and peace that surpass all understanding
and circumstance.

That’s why Moses is singing, and why he’s getting God’s people to sing along as well. He knows that
they’re going to need that song in order to remain standing in God’s strength as they move toward the
Promised Land. This prayer of Moses that takes the form of a song was to become the soundtrack of
Israel’s life. From generation to generation, it helped them look back in order to move forward, even as |
trust it’s helping us to do so today.

But—and this is important— to have God as our song isn’t just about what we need. It’s also about what
others need. It's about what the world around us needs. Because when God is your song, you share that
song with others.

Israel was called to be a light to the nations, and to have God as their song meant to share that song—
the song of salvation—with the world. You see, the more we pray for God to be our strength, the more

8 Colossians 3:16



he will become our song. And the more he becomes our song, the more others will be drawn to God
through our testimonies of praise and thanksgiving for all God has done for us.

To have God as your song—as the soundtrack of your life—is to share what God has done in your life—
to share the song of his salvation with others— so God might become their strength and song and
salvation as well.

Salvation— that’s the next aspect of Moses’ Prayer of Victory:

3. God is our SALVATION.

The New Living Translation of the Bible, which we’ve been reading from today, puts it this way:

The LORD is my strength and my song;
he has given me victory. °

But the New International Version, like most other translations, puts it this way:
The LORD... has become my salvation.

The original Hebrew word for salvation in this passage is Yeshua, which means, “The LORD
saves.” The New Testament Greek translation of the same word is Incoug. Who's Incouc? It’s Jesus.

In Matthew 1, the angel of the Lord makes this announcement to Joseph about his fiancé Mary:

“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his
people from their sins.” 0

In other words, he will bring salvation.

God saved the people of Israel from slavery in Egypt, culminating in the Red Sea victory, making them
his own people. But these events point forward to a greater salvation still to come—the coming of Jesus,
who saves us from our slavery to sin, making us God’s own people, now and forever.

The Lord has become my salvation, says Moses. He didn’t just GIVE me salvation. God himself has
BECOME my salvation. God has taken into his very nature, his very identity, first to be Israel’s salvation
at the Red Sea, and now, to be your salvation and mine through Yeshua— through Jesus.

Has he become your salvation?
It’s important to realize that in the Bible—both Old and New Testaments— no event is cited more that

the exodus. The Bible constantly looks back to and alludes to and quotes from this defining moment in
the history of God’s people.

% Exodus 15:2a (NLT)
10 Matthew 1:21 (NIV)



But it’s equally important to realize that the exodus points beyond itself to Jesus. The salvation of Israel
at the Red Sea was a picture looking forward to a greater exodus, a greater salvation yet to come
through the cross and resurrection of Jesus.

In fact, in the book of Revelation, the Apostle John describes a vision God gave him:

| saw before me what seemed to be a glass sea mixed with fire. And on it stood all the people who
had been victorious over the beast and his statue and the number representing his name. They
were all holding harps that God had given them. And they were singing the song of Moses, the
servant of God, and the song of the Lamb. 1!

Who's the Lamb? The Lamb is Jesus, slain for the sins of the world, sacrificed so we could be forgiven
and made right with God.

In John’s vision, as God’s people stand on a symbolic sea of glass singing of their salvation in Jesus, the
Lamb, they also sing the song that Moses and Israel sang so long ago on the shores of the Red Sea. Why?
Because Israel’s salvation at the sea pointed beyond itself to the ultimate victory, the ultimate salvation
that Jesus brings through this cross and resurrection.

With that in mind, listen to what God’s people sang in Revelation 15:

“Great and marvelous are your works,

O Lord God, the Almighty.

Just and true are your ways,

O King of the nations.

Who will not fear you, Lord,

and glorify your name?

For you alone are holy.

All nations will come and worship before you,
for your righteous deeds have been revealed.” 2

The song of salvation, you see, is no longer just for Israel. In Jesus, God has become the King not just of
Israel, but of all nations. And the song of salvation has become a song for all nations—a song for sinners
everywhere who embrace God as their salvation through Jesus. Have you embraced the salvation God
offers you through Jesus?

In Moses’ prayer of victory, we already see signs of God’s desire to bring salvation to all nations, to the
ends of the earth, and to set all creation right again. Indeed, in the Red Sea victory, God brings a part of
a broken creation back into alignment with his will.

The forces of chaos—represented by the sea— not to mention oppressive power of Egypt with its false
gods and unjust enslavement—are subdued by the power of God. This is a foretaste of what God will
ultimately do for the whole of creation, in and through Yeshua, Jesus, the Lamb.

11 Revelation 15:2-3a (NLT)
12 Revelation 15:3b-4



After the victory at sea, Israel was on the path toward the Promised Land in Canaan. But this was also
pointing forward toward the ultimate Promised Land—a restored and renewed creation—a new
heavens and a new earth.

At the Red Sea, and throughout the Bible, God’s redemptive acts are always aimed toward the ultimate
purpose of a new creation, where God will reign forever and ever, over every nation, setting right the
entire planet, the entire cosmos, once and for all. As Moses says in verse 18 of his prayer:

The LORD will reign forever and ever! 3

From where you and | stand in history, we know that the Red Sea victory points ahead to a greater
victory—a greater salvation—that Jesus the Lamb purchased for us through his death and resurrection.
In that salvation is the hope that the whole creation will ultimately be set right.

So as a follower of Jesus, when you pray, look back to move forward. But also look forward to a world
forever set right, and find hope for today. In doing so, you’ll be filled with all the more confidence to
face today’s battles with courage and perseverance.

Because in Jesus, God is our strength. In Jesus, God is our song. And in Jesus, God has become our
salvation.

COMMUNION
It's time for us to celebrate the Lord’s Supper. Just as the exodus was the fountainhead of Israel’s
worship, the cross of Jesus Christ is the fountainhead of Christian worship.

The Lord’s Supper involves looking back at what Jesus did when he gave his life for us on the cross. We
remember his death. We remember that although he himself was without sin, he took our sins upon
himself, so that we could be rescued from sin and death. We remember that in our sin, we had made
ourselves enemies of God, and we were the ones who, in a manner of speaking, deserved overturned
soaking wet wagon wheels at the bottom of the Red Sea. But because God’s love for us is so great, Jesus
would willingly be engulfed for us—engulfed in death, engulfed in the tomb— so that we could be found
standing safely on the opposite shore, singing salvation’s song. In the Lord’s Supper, we also look
forward. We look forward to the day when Christ’s kingdom comes fully, and we share this supper with
our Lord in the new heavens and the new earth, where, death, and sorrow and crying and pain will be
no more.

As we reach into that past, and reach into that future, we find that Jesus— Yeshua—the God who
saves— is our strength today, right here, right now. Would you join me now, in praying a special
communion liturgy? I'll pray the parts that say, “One,” and you say the parts that say, “All.”

One:
It is right, and a good and joyful thing,

13 Exodus 15:18 (NLT)



always and everywhere to give thanks to You,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

You are the God of salvation and song,
the God who sees, who rescues, and who redeems.

When your people passed through the sea, You triumphed over Pharaoh’s power.

You threw horse and rider into the depths,
and your servant Moses sang:

All (from Exodus 15):

“The Lord is my strength and my song,
and He has become my salvation.

This is my God, and | will praise Him.”

With a mighty hand and an outstretched arm,

You led your people through the waters into freedom.
And so we join the song of heaven,

sung not only by Moses,

but also by the Lamb who has conquered:

All (from Revelation 15):

“Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty!
Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations!

Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name?

For you alone are holy.

All nations will come and worship before you,

for your righteous acts have been revealed.”

One:

In the fullness of time,

You sent your Son, Jesus Christ, the true Passover Lamb,

whose blood delivers us from sin and death,

whose resurrection opens the way through the sea of the grave.

On the night in which He was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread,

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying:
“Take, eat: this is My Body, which is given for you.

Do this in remembrance of Me.”

After supper, He took the cup,

and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink this, all of you:

This is My Blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many

for the forgiveness of sins.

10



Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

And so, together we proclaim the mystery of faith:

All:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

One:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, O God,
and on these gifts of bread and wine.

By your Spirit, make us one with Christ,

one with each other,

and one with all who sing the song of Moses and the Lamb—
a multitude from every tribe, tongue, and nation,

gathered around your throne in victory.

Bring us with joy to that eternal feast,
where we will eat and drink in your kingdom
and proclaim: “The Lord shall reign forever and ever.”

Let us come to the Lord’s Table with joy.

All:
For the Lord has triumphed gloriously! Alleluia!

Benediction:

Go forth in peace, singing the song of Moses and the Lamb:
for the Lord Jesus Christ is our strength and our song,

He has become our salvation. Thanks be to God! Amen.
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