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What’s going on party people! My name is Kevin White and I’m 
yourfriendlyneighbourhoodyouthpastor at Cornerstone Church in Markham. We’re in a series 
these days called Love is. We’ve been looking at that famous love chapter in 1 Corinthians 
chapter 13. We’re unpacking this passage verse by verse to explore how we’re called to love. So 
far, we’ve looked at love is patient, kind, not envious, not boastful or proud and not rude. 
Today, our topic is, “Love is not self-seeking.”  
 
The original Greek word for the kind of love we’re called to is agape love. Agape love is pure, 
sacrificial and unconditional. The ultimate expression of agape love is Jesus himself.  
 
So we’ll talk about love today – but first a story about the grocery store and a package of pasta.  
 
Some background – one of my top strengths is consistency. Part of consistency is the need to 
treat people the same, no matter what their situation in life. I don’t want to see the scales go 
too far in any person’s favour. In a word – fair. So a couple of weeks ago, when Michelle did the 
grocery shopping (as she does all the time now), I noticed something inconsistent. She went to 
the groceries, brought them home, washed the fruits and vegetables and put everything away – 
except one package of pasta. It was to go in the basement.  
 
In my mind, if you do the groceries, you put them away. For days, this pasta sat on the steps to 
go in the basement. If you know Michelle, you know that part of her goal in life is to take the 
least amount of steps possible.  
 
Then I started actually writing this message. Love isn’t self-seeking. Love isn’t selfish. The 
Message translation says, “Love isn’t always me first.” Love doesn’t insist on its own way. I put 
the put the pasta away. And I started to feel bad. I felt bad for Michelle. I started to wonder. 
“How does she cope living with a guy who is so unselfish? Who isn’t always me first? That 
doesn’t insist on his own way? Who’s so humble? It must be so hard for her! 
 
The truth is, I’m extremely selfish. And society doesn’t help either. We live in an age where 
demanding your rights is what’s expected. But that’s not the Jesus way. That’s not the way of 
love.  
 
We’ve been saying during this series that life – love = zero.  
 
One of the books I was reading said, “love is our ultimate calling. Love for God, love for self and 
love for others.” 
 



The truth is, this matters because it’s literally what a follower of Jesus should be known for.  
 
John 13:34-35 says, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples. If you love one 
another.”  
 
We’re going to look at one of the most famous parables in the Bible. Many of you have heard 
this story tons of times but I trust that as we look at it this time God may speak to you in a new 
way. I love the Bible – it’s the greatest book of all time – and it’s a true story – excuse me if I get 
a little excited when we get into it.  
Here – we – go! 
 
Luke 10:30-37  
 
We meet several characters in this passage:  
In order of appearance:  
The expert in the law 
Jesus 
A man  
Robbers  
A priest  
A Levite 
A Samaritan 
A donkey (probably the one from Shrek) 
And an innkeeper.  
 
The expert of the law asks Jesus, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” It says that he asks 
this to test Jesus.  
Jesus asks, “what’s written in the Law, how do you read it?” 
The lawyer says, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength and with all your mind, and love your neighbour as yourself.” 
 
So far, so good. Jesus and this man seem to be having a genuine conversation.  
 
Jesus tells him this is correct but if you check the wording there is a little clue in the slight 
difference. The man asked about eternal life but Jesus says, do this and you will live. It’s a clue 
that it’s not complete.  
 
The lawyer picks up on this but also gives himself away.  
 
Vs. 29 says he wanted to justify himself. Being a lawyer, he wanted a loophole. He was looking 
for an EXCUSE  
 
Jesus goes on to tell this incredible story where we meet the rest of our characters.  



 
There’s a man going from Jerusalem to Jericho. He’s a Jewish man. Keep that in mind.  
 
Next we have robbers. They do what robbers do. They rob the man, beat him leave him half 
dead (a better translation is practically dead) and then go on their way.  
 
They hadn’t read Paul’s love chapter (probably cause it wasn’t written yet). They were very 
selfish. If you were to ask them why they were self-seeking I’m sure they would have their 
reasons. Maybe they were poor and desperate. Maybe they were Samaritans and hated Jews. 
Maybe they had a rough past and were the products of their environment. Whatever the case, 
they rob the man and are out of the story.  
 
The man is laying there practically dead when a Priest walks by. Good news! Help is on the way. 
When you think of a Priest think of the nicest person you know. It should be that way. I picture 
Pastor Jeremy. So imagine what Pastor Jeremy would do if he saw this person. Of course, he 
would help them. But not the priest in this story. The priest passes by the man on the other 
side. Walks around him. He has all kinds of excuses. We don’t know them exactly but they could 
be things like “I’m on my way to Jerusalem to serve. If I touch this guy and he dies. I’ll be 
unclean. Then I won’t get to serve. That’s no good to the people I serve. I’m thinking of the 
people I serve. I want be available to them. To serve at the temple in Jerusalem is a rare 
opportunity. I don’t want to miss that blessing. Whatever the case – he had his EXCUSE.  
 
Next a Levite passes by. Levites are the worship team of the Jews. So again, lucky day for this 
man on the road. One of his own people passing by. Think of Laurelle. What would she do if she 
passed by an accident? Of course, she would stop. But not this Levite. This Levite passes by on 
the other side. The Levite is probably either going or coming back from the temple. If he’s on 
his way, he doesn’t want to be late. If he’s coming back, he’s probably tired and just wants to 
get home. To family. To rest. You ever been tired and that’s when somebody asks you for help?  
Plus, maybe the robbers are still there. What if it’s a trap and I get beat up too? That’s no good. 
Hey, I’m really sorry for you but there’s no sense in this happening to two of us. Whatever the 
case – he had his EXCUSE  
 
Jesus is master story teller. He is using three characters. Everyone would have picked up on the 
fact that the first two people were employed by the temple. Everyone would be expected the 
third person to be a regular person. A regular Jewish person comes to save the day. They expect 
Jesus to show that it’s the little people that make the big difference.   
 
But Jesus casually says, “but a Samaritan…” 
 
Jesus is talking to Jewish people, on his way to Jerusalem. To celebrate the biggest Jewish 
festival of the year (Passover). And he decides to make a Samaritan the hero of the story.  
 
“But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity 
on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the 



man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next day (he’s still 
with the guy) he took out two denarii (two days wages) and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look 
after him’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 
I have it in my purse – my Samaritans’ purse. Get it? Because he carried his money in a purse? 
And he’s a Samaritan? And now they have an organization called Samaritan’s purse? It’s pretty 
funny right   
 
Now you have to understand how much Jews and Samaritans hated each other. This is a feud 
that still lasts today. The Jews and Palestinians trace themselves back to these two group and 
they still feel that the other is wrong and they are the only true keepers of God’s ideals. It’s a 
very real rivalry. If a Jewish person saw a Samaritan person on the road almost dead – back in 
those days – they probably would have said – good! And vice versa. No one would have 
expected the story to go this way.  
 
Think of the excuses the Samaritan would have had to not help. He could have easily thought 
that God was judging him for being a Jew – and he was getting what he deserved. He could 
have said it would be too hard, take too long and cost too much to help him. It would be risky. 
What if the people who attacked this man decide now to attack me? Whatever the case, he 
made no excuses.  
 
This brings us back to our message topic – Love is not self-seeking. 
 
I would like to suggest that selfless love doesn’t make excuses  
 
That’s our man point for today. Selfless love doesn’t make excuses.  
 
The problem with that is that if you’re like me, you’re full of excuses. For me, I really wrestle 
with this.  
 
I feel like I’m the one who is always going first. I’m the one who’s been doing it the longest. I’m 
tired. I’m busy. I’m overwhelmed. I’m frustrated. I feel like “when is it going to be my turn.”  
 
I’ve actually been asking Jesus this question for years. I always got the same answer. “Never.”  
 
I had a problem with that. I didn’t think it was fair. I would try really hard for a season and then 
eventually get tired and selfish again.  
 
This time, as I’ve been praying and asking. I got the same answer. But the answer wasn’t never 
like it’s never going to be your turn. It is more like, every time you ask Me, I’m going to say 
never – so stop asking. Take another angle.  
 
I have no other angle.  
 



Like the story, I assumed that too many times I act like the Priest and Levite so I have to try 
harder to be like the Samaritan. To help whoever is in need – with no excuses.  
 
But check this out – Jesus, being the master story-teller is leading us somewhere. I got this 
insight from Pastor and author Tim Keller.  
 
The expert in the law (and the Jewish people hearing the story) wouldn’t want to identify with 
the Priest and the Levite because they got it wrong. They wouldn’t want to identify with the 
Samaritan cause they hated Samaritans. The only other person to identify with is the practically 
dead person on the side of the road.  
 
And that’s who Jesus wants us to identify with.  
 
This man couldn’t do anything to save himself. Left alone, he would die. He needed – a saviour.  
 
Just like us. Left on our own, we will die. We need – a saviour. We need Jesus.  
 
We can’t love people in a non-self-seeking way on our own. We need Jesus as our Saviour and 
our example.  
 
As our Saviour…  
 
Jesus is telling this story as he is on the way to Jerusalem to give up his life and die on a cross.  
Jesus is our saviour – he comes and saves us when we were dead – but he also is the one who is 
beat up on road – the cross left for dead – for us.  
 
Just like the man was saved even though he didn’t deserve it. Just like the man was saved by his 
enemy. Just like this man’s life got flipped turned upside down  
 
We find ourselves in the same situation. Sin has us practically dead – it has us actually dead. Sin 
separates us from God. We are his enemies.  
 
And yet, Jesus comes to us to save us and give us new life.  
 
But we also need Jesus as our example  
 
You want to talk about excuses? Jesus had excuses.  
 
He never sinned – so he didn’t deserve punishment  
 
We were his enemies 
 
We sinned so we don’t deserve to be saved 
 



Ummm… he’s God?  
 
He could have said, when is it going to be my turn?  
 
But Jesus didn’t make excuses.  
 
SELFLESS LOVE DOESN’T MAKE EXCUSES  
 
Don’t forget the selfless love that Jesus showed you – without excuses. And then show that 
same love to others – without excuses.  
 
Selfless love doesn’t make excuses. 
 
Pastor and author Emerson Eggerichs talks about motivation. If you were paid $1 million dollars 
not be selfish during the rest of COVID-19, you’d probably be able to do it.  It is possible.  
 
The truth is, we wonder if it’s worth it. Is it worth it to go first? Is it worth it to take the risk of 
putting others first not being self-seeking, truly loving them when it might not come back to 
you? 
 
If your motivation is what may or not come back to you, that’s not going to be enough. People 
are human. We always make mistakes. You can’t control other people.  
 
But if your motivation is Jesus. If that’s where you establish your identity – as a child of God. As 
a child of the king. And if you are motivated by what he did for you and then live your life as a 
response… That’s where you can find strength. That’s where you can find joy.  
 
Do you trust Jesus to take care of you – cast all your burdens on him because he cares for you… 
 
“Jesus, if I really try this love is not self-seeking thing and I give all my excuses to you – will you 
take care of me? Will you give me the strength to do it?” 
 
What are your excuses? What stops you from loving without being self-seeking?  
 
Let’s give those excuses to Jesus today. Write them down, rip them up. Pray over them.  
 

1. Accept Jesus’ selfless love. 
2. Show selfless love – to others.  

 
Selfless love doesn’t make excuses.  
 
Philippians 2:5-6 
In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:  



Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used for his 
own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being 
made in human likeness. And being found in appearance like a man, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to death – even death on a cross. Therefore God exalted him to the highest 
place and gave him the name that is above every other name, that at the name of Jesus every 
knee shall bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
 
Amen? Amen.  
 
It’s all for Jesus. And all through Jesus.  
 
Let’s sing and worship him now.  
 
 
 


