
We celebrated Cornerstone’s 22nd anniversary this month 

and I remember that, in the 5th anniversary board meeting, I 

was asked about what I would like to see happened in the 

following 5 yrs., and the answer I gave then was the same 

when we celebrated our 10th anniversary – church unity. 

After we celebrated our 15th and paid off the land and we 

moved into this building after 17 yrs. of being a mobile 

church - I remember sharing with you all repeatedly that, 

while it’d be great and exciting to have our own facilities, 

the unity of the church remains supreme because the 

building is just one of the tools for mission purpose; the 

church/the people of God must be united in Jesus and join 

Him in His mission to restore the world. 

Jesus didn’t mince his words when He told the disciples the 

following words at the beginning and the last days of His 

ministry on earth: 

Mk. 3:24 A kingdom divided by civil war will 

collapse. 25 Similarly, a family splintered by feuding will fall 

apart.  

Jn. 17:21… that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are 

in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the 

world may believe that you have sent me.  

Unity of the church is 

a prerequisite for mission success.  

We’ve been repeating the why’s of our Vision 2020: 

 

 

Unity of Cornerstone is critical for mission success! 

The theme of church unity runs through the apostle Paul’s 

teaching and this morning we are looking at a Unity-

Building Prayer found in Rom. 15:5-7:  

Rom. 15:5 May the God who gives endurance and 

encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward 

each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind 



and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  

This prayer occurs at the end of a major block of this letter 

Rom. 14:1-15:7, and Paul’s purpose is to encourage the 

extremely reserved Christ-followers and the very relaxed 

disciples to “do life” harmoniously in the same Christian 

community. 

Why was this unity-building prayer so important for the 

early believers then and for us now?  

Unity of the church is 

an identity marker. 

Rom. 15:6 so that with one mind and one voice you may 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Church unity glorifies the triune God – it reveals who He is 

and what He is doing in this world through the Son Jesus 

and the Holy Spirit as well as through those who belong to 

Him, those who are followers of Jesus. 

This line of teaching is consistent with what Paul teaches 

elsewhere in the NT, for example: 

Eph. 4:1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a 

life worthy of the calling you have received  ... 3 Make every 

effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 

peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 

called to one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one 

faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over 

all and through all and in all.  

Notice that we didn’t create this unity but are called to 

make every effort to keep or maintain it. 

We are spiritually redeemed and renewed – called - to live 

out the unity of faith, hope, and love created by the triune 

God. 

Just as the rite of baptism (outward/external act) reflects 

the inner, spiritual renewal by God’s forgiveness of our sins, 

our unity-in-diversity in Jesus should manifest how we, as 

God’s people, “do life” in community, modeling the 

cooperation and harmony of the Father, Son, and Spirit. 

Since the church is a family of God, this unity-building 

prayer is essential because … 

Unity of the church is the relational glue 

that binds God’s people together. 

Rom. 15:7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted 

you, in order to bring praise to God. 

Welcome or receive one another/accept one another: "take 

your fellow-Christians to your hearts as well as to your 

homes... If Christ's example is followed... the welcome will 

be unreserved, and God will be glorified by the mutual love 



and kindness of His people." (F. F. Bruce, Romans, p. 256) 

Paul talks about the dangers posed to the unity of the 

church at Rome, esp. their bickering over disputable 

matters and being overly dogmatic/judgmental: 

- self-righteous self-assertions (14:1-12 meat eaters 

vs. vegetarians; keeping special days or not); 

- the emphasis on rights at the expense of 

responsibilities (14:13-23 forfeiting for the sake of 

others; peace and mutual edification). [cf. Paul J. 

Achtemier, Romans, p.223.] 

Paul is unequivocal when he describes what are or should 

be found in the Christian community. 

Christine Pohl writes, “How many times have I fantasized 

about the perfect fellowship where everyone got along like 

a perfect family. What this boils down to is spiritual 

pornography . . . creating a mental fantasy of a perfect 

place or people and not recognizing the good things all 

around me. This spiritual porn is my nemesis. It’s poison. 

Thankfully, the antidote is available and accessible: equal 

parts of gratitude and affirmation.” 

Of course, unity is not uniformity and diversity is not being 

political correct, but our acceptance of one another reflects 

Christ's unconditional acceptance of us. Paul instructs the 

believers in Rome that the strong should be prepared to 

modify their practice in order to avoid injuring the weak (cf. 

John Ziesler, Romans, p. 338). 

Listen to these challenging words: 

God does not want me to mold others into the image that 

seems good to me. Instead, in their freedom from me God 

made other people in God's own image ... To me that form 

may seem strange, even ungodly. But God creates every 

person in the image of God's Son, the Crucified, and this 

image, likewise, certainly looked strange and ungodly to me 

before I grasped it. (Dietrich Bonhoeffer)  

So the best way to capture the spirit of Paul’s message is 

this: 

In essentials, Unity. 

In non-essentials, Liberty. 

In all things, Love.  

St. Augustine, 354-430 AD  

Unity is the relational glue that binds the people together, 

grounded upon God’s love, a love that never oppresses, 

never coerces, but always liberates. 

Unity-in-diversity is the greenhouse that nourishes 

character and community growth. And when talking about 

growth, there is another important dimension about church 

unity I want to underline: 



Unity of the church is 

an expression of corporate maturity. 

Rom. 15:5 May the God who gives endurance and 

encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward 

each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind 

and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  

I love the way Eugene Peterson paraphrases the essential 

message of these verses: “May our dependably steady and 

warmly personal God develop maturity in you so that you 

get along with each other as well as Jesus gets along with us 

all. Then we’ll be a choir—not our voices only, but our very 

lives singing in harmony in a stunning anthem to the God 

and Father of our Master Jesus!” 

Endurance [constancy, perseverance, patience, and 

continuance] and encouragement [coming-along-sideness] 

with the purpose or goal/aiming at producing a glorious 

concert performed by a choir of harmonious voices. 

This means discipline training and cooperation from the 

first meeting together as novices for practice to becoming a 

mature group of singers doing the final performance.  

Paul talks about this also in Eph. 4: 

Eph. 4:12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the 

body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in 

the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 

become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 

fullness of Christ. 14 Then we will no longer be infants …  

I won’t dwell on this too much, except to underline two 

crucial points: (1) corporate responsibility – our 

stewardship of gifts enables the body to reach unity in the 

faith; (2) unity is expressed in corporate maturity – ongoing 

process of growing/learning so not to be deceived or 

derailed by anti-god influences but be rooted in faith. 

So let me summarize why prayer for church unity is so 

important: the unity of the church is a prerequisite for 

mission success; it is an identity marker; it is the relational 

glue that binds the family/community together; and it is an 

expression of corporate maturity. 

How can we pray this unity-building prayer?  

What do all these get to do with us? How can we practice 

praying this unity-building prayer? 

Let me mention two suggestions: 

Cornerstone’s vision is clear: To embrace the Jesus who 

embraces the world – that is why we are here and getting 

ready to welcome our neighbours when we move into our 

own facilities. So my first suggestion is to pray the mission: 

MAKING SPACE FOR JESUS TO SHAPE PEOPLE TOGETHER IN 

GOD'S LOVE  



“Lord, teach me how I can make space 

for you and others.” 

To make space for God: connect with God by using different 

pathways and daily office … 

 

To make space for others: 

 

And here is my second suggestion regarding praying the 

unity-building prayer: ask God to change our posture, from 

a consumerist mindset to a servant one. 

“Lord, change me from being a consumer 

to becoming a contributor.” 

Many decide which church to attend based on this mantra: 

Look for the best religious goods and service. 

 

It’s time to change to another mantra: 

 

While you might not be the one who would go out, you 

could serve by joining our Prayer and Visioning meetings as 



we discern God’s continuous guidance, and the next one 

will on May 2nd. 

 

Conclusion: 

“We represent Jesus well when we draw near to other 

believers, regardless of differences. This is how we show 

unbelievers Jesus' heart. And this is how we invite them to 

join us in following him.” (Christina Cleveland, Disunity in 

Christ, p. 17.) 

Of course, the opposite is just as true; the disunity, 

divisiveness, and squabbling of God’s people turn the 

fragrance of Christ into the odor of death and the scent of 

disgust – disunity drives people away from Jesus. 

When the body of Christ is divided, 

Jesus weeps and bleeds.  

We are not here to make Jesus weeps but smile! 

  


